[Behavior of the pressure of the lower esophageal sphincter after intravenous administration of domperidone in normal subjects].
Manometric studies on the action of domperidone 10 mg and 20 mg i.v. on the lower esophageal sphincter pressure (LESP) have been carried on ten healthy volunteers. Domperidone inhibits dopamine receptors and results in an increase of LESP. A dose of 10 mg produces a significant increase in LESP which is rapid and prolonged for thirty minutes; a dose of 20 mg is less efficient. The stimulatory effect of domperidone on LESP suggests an important role for endogenous dopamine as an inhibitory neuromodulator of LES pressure. The use of domperidone in therapy for reflux esophagitis is suggested.